The lateral neck radiograph in suspected impacted fish bones--does it have a role?
A double blind trial, using lateral neck radiographs of 100 patients with proven impacted fish bones and 100 normal cases, was conducted to assess the sensitivity, specificity and positive predictive value of radiography for impacted fish bones. Values of 25.3%, 86.3% and 72.7% respectively were obtained. The results are correlated to the clinical findings and reasons for the poor performance of radiography are discussed. It is recommended that routine radiography for suspected impacted fish bones should be abandoned.